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‘By addressing the relationship between globalization, c |T I ES
culture and poverty within cities, this report will help the
assessment of progress towards the attainment of the
Millennium Development Goals and Targets, particularly
those relating to slums, water and sanitation. Its
conclusions stand as a clear challenge to city planners
and managers to nurture an urban culture of peace - one
that supports the eradication of poverty and ensures that
all urban dwellers, regardless of their race, sex, language
or religion, are full citizens of the cities in which they live’

From the Foreword by KOFI ANNAN,
Secretary-General, United Nations

e How can cities around the world exploit their cultural
and economic dynamism in the face of the daunting
challenges of globalization?

e Shows how cities can develop culture-driven strategies to cope with migration, multiculturalism and the
challenges of poverty and governance.

e Essential reading and ideal course material for urban geography, planning and social science.

As towns and cities grow at unprecedented rates, sustainable urbanization is one of the most pressing
challenges facing the global community in the 21st century. Cities are the hub of much national production
and consumption — economic and social processes that generate wealth and form urban culture.

The State of the World’s Cities 2004/2005 looks at how this potential can be used to address current
challenges and create dynamic, multicultural and inclusive urban settings. Using extensive examples and
illustrations, and with contributions from many of the world’s leading urban scholars, it lays out the
conditions for a new culture of planning, involving civil society as well as public authorities, to ensure
participation of even the most marginalized sectors.
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The Challenge of Slums
Global Report on Human Settlements 2003

UN-Habitat

Without concerted action... the number of
slum dwellers worldwide is projected to rise
over the next 30 years to about 2 billion... It is
my hope that this report, and the best
practices it identifies, will enable all actors
involved to overcome the apathy and lack of
political will that have been a barrier to
progress, and move ahead with greater
determination and knowledge in our common
effort to help the world’s slum dwellers to
attain lives of dignity, prosperity and peace.’
From the Foreword by KOFI ANNAN,
Secretary-General, United Nations

The Challenge of Slums presents the first global
assessment of slums, emphasizing their problems
and prospects. Using a newly formulated
operational definition of slums, it presents
estimates of the numbers of urban slum dwellers
and examines the factors at all levels, from local
to global, that underlie the formation of slums as

well as their social,
spatial and economic
characteristics and
dynamics. It goes on
to evaluate the
principal policy
responses to the slum
challenge of the last
few decades.

The Global Report on
Human Settlements
is the most
authoritative and up- e
to-date assessment e -..'.".'=_-..-;-.m1png..;.; 3
of conditions and - = -
trends in the world's

cities. Written in clear language and supported by
informative graphics, case studies and extensive
statistical data, it will be an essential tool and reference
for researchers, academics, planners, public authorities
and civil society organizations around the world.
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