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The Dakar Declaration:
Towards an Improved Faecal Sludge Management (FSM)
From 9 to 12 May 2006, an international symposium in Dakar, Senegal, on Faecal Sludge Management (FSM) assembled for the first time national and municipal decision-makers and emptying operators from 20 countries under the patronage of the Senegal National Sanitation Agency (ONAS), UN-Habitat, the World Bank, the International Water Association (IWA), the Water and Sanitation Programme (WSP-WB), the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), and the Swiss research centre for Water & Sanitation in Developing Countries (Eawag-Sandec). The aim was to identify key issues and challenges in FSM, discuss effective policies and approaches and identify concrete steps for improving FSM in a sustainable manner.

The current situation and challenges: 

· In the year 2002, the international community agreed to reduce by half the number of people without access to sanitation in order to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) by 2015. However, more than 2.6 billion people worldwide still do not have access to adequate sanitation. This situation is especially critical in Sub-Saharan Africa, as its coverage has merely increased from 32 to 36% between 1990 and 2002.

· Water-borne or sewered sanitation calls for high investments, is difficult to maintain and manage and serves only a small proportion of the urban populations in large urban centres - today as well as in future. In most cities, the households use self-financed on-site sanitation systems (latrines or septic tanks). 

· Latrine construction alone is not sufficient to banish the faecal threat: latrine and septic or interceptor tank contents, the so-called faecal sludges, have to be disposed of and treated in an adequate manner to safeguard public health and the environment. One truck dumping sludge indiscriminately is equivalent to the open defaecation of 5 000 people !

· In the majority of cities and towns, faecal sludge management has been to date the stepchild of urban sanitation with untreated sludges being used or disposed of haphazardly and illegally. This causes a continued spreading of gastro-intestinal infections and leads to serious water pollution.
The Symposium therefore recommends policy-makers to:
· Define local and national FSM policies, including legal, institutional and socio-economic elements; 

· Make faecal sludge management (FSM) a priority in national and municipal budgets;

· Clearly designate the national institution responsible for defining and implementing the FSM policies and strategies; 

· Enhance and formalise collaboration with the private sector to improve faecal sludge collection, haulage and treatment; 

· Promote equipment adapted to slum and/or peri-urban areas, and improve the protection of manual and mechanical emptiers;

· Intensify training and applied sciences in faecal sludge management, focusing on appropriate technologies (design of on-site sanitation facilities, emptying, haulage, and treatment); planning and management; commercialization and use of FS-derived biosolids.
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