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International Seminar - Strategies of city-to-city co-operation for economic revitalization

Seminario Internacional – Estrategias de cooperación entre ciudades para la revitalización económica 

Seville, Spain. April 1 - 3, 2009 / Sevilla, España 1-3 Abril 2009
Background

City networks are a consolidated reality in nowadays, competing territories are most often than ever entering co-operation agreements with other cities and local government. The moment has come to demonstrate how city networks can represent an asset in the current economic situation and what real tools can cities employ to create and measure local economic development.

Expected outcomes

1. Identification of best practices and tools to improve and measure the impact of city-to-city co-operation in the economy of the city.

2. Exchanges of experiences and approaches to urban revitalization amongst the participants.

3. Creation of possibilities of collaboration and further exchange between the participant cities. 

Participants

The activity is exclusively addressed to local government experts and policy makers. A maximum of 80/90 participants will be selected in order to guarantee the quality of the debates.

Methodology

The process of selection of participant cities will be organised previous to the celebration of the Seminar. An international call for experiences will be launch in order to identify good practices of city-to-city co-operation able to demonstrate how international networking and collaboration is able to produce economic advantages for the cities involved. A maximum of 8 experiences will be selected to present during the Seminar.

In order to guarantee the presence of developing countries, Seville City Council will support travel and accommodation of approximately 10 participants.

The three-day seminar will therefore present first a general introduction to international cooperation mechanism and city networks, follow by the presentation of the 8 selected city-cases.

The group will therefore split in working groups to discuss more specifically the proposed contents regarding:

· Innovation and the need for change in local administrations in order to cope with international agreements and collaboration between administrations at international level.

· The involvement of private sector and public foundations and companies in the implementation of international agreements between cities.

· Last trends of territorial marketing, new techniques and the benefits of positioning cities in an increasingly competitive world.

· Measuring the economic impact of city-to-city co-operation at local level

Calendar

January 20th – Deadline for submission of city experiences 

February 1st – Selection of city cases by the organising partners

March 16th – Deadline for participants registration

April 1st – Seminar opens in Seville

Languages 

English and Spanish (with possibility to include French)

	Secretariat

Sevilla Global

Avda. Jose Galan Merino s/n – Sevilla, Spain

Tel. +34.954.46.75.55

diana.lopez@unhabitat.org / pmaestre@sevillaglobal.es 


PARTICIPANTION IS FREE, BUT CANDIDATES MUST SUBMITT PARTICIPATION FORM AND THEIR ACCEPTANCE MUST BE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE SECRETARIAT

BEST PRACTICE SUBMISSION FORM

FORMULARIO DE PRESENTACION DE EXPERIENCIA

A committee of experts composed by the City of Seville, the International Labour Organisation and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme will chose up to 6 experiences to be presented during the International Seminar in Sevilla. One representative from each selected experiences will be granted with an scolarship covering travel and accomodation during the Sevilla Seminar // Un comité de expertos compuesto por el Ayuntamiento de Sevilla, la Organización Internacional del Trabajo y el Programa ONU-HABITAT para los asentamientos humanos seleccionará hasta 6 experiencias para ser presentadas durante el Seminario de Sevilla. Se otorgará una beca de viaje y alojamiento a un representante de cada una de las experiencias seleccionadas. 

Deadline for submissions:  16th February 2008

Fecha límite para la presentación de experiencias: 16 de Febrero de 2008

	Please send your submission to
	diana.lopez@unhabitat.org 



	Por favor envíe su formulario a
	


1. Experience basic data / /      Datos básicos de la experiencia

	Experience title

Título de la experiencia
	

	City, Country

Ciudad, País
	

	Local government proposing the experience 

Gobierno Local que presenta la experiencia
	

	Dates of implementation

Fechas de ejecución
	

	Themes

Temas
	

	Stakeholders involved

Principales actores implicados
	


2. Contact person //     Persona de contacto

	Name // Nombre
	

	Position within institution

Cargo institucional
	

	Address // /Dirección postal
	

	Telephone // Teléfono

Email 

Webpage
	


3. Please, describe briefly your city`s experience taking into consideration the following questions / / Por favor describa brevemente la experiencia de su ciudad tomando en cuenta las siguientes cuestiones:
· Up to which point the participation of your city in a network, or the contact with other cities´ experiences have influenced the implementation of a certain policy in your city // De que manera la particiapación de su ciudad en una red de ciudades o la toma de contacto con experiencias llevadas a cabo en otro gobierno local ha influenciado la implementación de una determinada política pública en su territorio.  

· Some example of how an strategy aimed to inter-territorial co-operation has been more beneficial than an alternative competitive estrategy // Algún ejemplo de como la estrategia de cooperación inter-territorial ha sido, en su caso, más beneficiosa que una estrategia de competitividad como posible alternativa.

· State also briefly what are your expectations or what you think can be the benefits of your participation in the Sevilla seminar // Indique también brevemente cuales son sus expectativas o cual piensa puede ser el beneficio de participar en el seminario de Sevilla.

Experience description // Descripción de la experiencia

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. General information regarding the selection process // Información general sobre el proceso de selección 
Selection criteria //  Criterios de selección

a) Only experiences presented by local government authorities will be selected, even if other stakeholders such as universities, chamber of commerce, civil society etc have played an essential role on the process of collaboration, it is the main objective of this seminar to enhance city –to-city cooperation and to provide an opportunity for local government officers and decission makers to create links and new possibilities for further cooperation in the future. // Solo serán seleccionadas las experiencias presentadas por gobiernos locales, aunque en ellas haya sido esencial el papel de actores tales como las cámaras de comercio, sociedad civil o universidades y centros de investigación, ya que el objetivo principal de este seminario es la creación de redes y nuevas posibilidades de colaboración entre funcionarios y decisores de los gobiernos locales.

b) Existance of reporting instruments or publications showing the impact of city-to-city co-operation in the local economy // Existencia de informes o publicaciones demostrando el impacto de las redes de ciudades en la economía local. 

c) Innovation in the methodology to measure impact of local public policies in improving the local economy //  Innovación en las metodologías de medición del impacto de políticas públicas en la mejora de la economía local.
d) Level of participation and dialogue with citizens and representative organizations for the planning and implementation of economic development initiatives // Nivel de participación y diálogo con los ciudadanos y sus organizaciones representatives para llevar a cabo la planificación e implementación de las iniciativas de desarrollo económico.
e) Engagement and mobilization of the local private sector in city upgrading, investment promotion and job creation // Compromiso y movilización del sector privado en la mejora de la ciudad, la promoción de inversiones y la creación de empleo.
f) Articulation of gender equality in city policies and programmes. Degree of involvement of women’s’ organizations in planning and implementation // Articulación de la igualdad de género en las políticas y programas ciudadanos. Grado de implicación de las organizaciones de mujeres en su planificación e implementación.
g) Development and impact of innovative communication strategies to improve information exchange among citizens and visibility/attractiveness of the city to the outside world  // Desarrollo e impacto de estrategias de comunicación innovadoras con vistas al intercambio de información entre los ciudadanos y la visibilidad y atractivo de la ciudad respecto al mundo exterior.
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