
“Cities embody some of society’s most 
pressing challenges, from pollution and 
disease to unemployment and lack of 
adequate shelter. But cities also present 
real opportunities for increasing energy 
efficiency, reducing disparities in 
development and improving living 
conditions in general. History 
demonstrates that integrated urban 
policy can be a solid path towards 
development.”

– UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, 2008 

“Urban settlements in all parts of the 
world are being influenced by new and 
powerful forces. Cities and towns are 
increasingly feeling the effects of climate 
change, resource depletion, food 
insecurity, population growth and 
economic instability. These factors will 
significantly reshape towns and cities, 
physically and socially, in the century 
ahead.” 

– UN-HABITAT Executive Director Anna 
Tibaijuka, 2009


